When is a bear not a bear? Does that sound like a riddle with a
tricky answer? It isn't! A bear is not a bear when it is a koala. The
koala is a small animal of Australia. Mother koalas have a pouch, like
that of a kangaroo or an opossum.
Koalas have a funny smell . It's like menthol cough drops . That's
because they're such picky eaters . They eat only one thing : the leaves
from the eucalyptus (say "yoo kuh LIP tus") tree . Eucalyptus oil is one
of the things in menthol cough drops .
When they are babies, koalas have a very strong grip . They
don't even have to think about holding on . This is a good
thing-baby koalas spend a lot of time riding around on their
mothers' backs.
The panda is another animal that looks like a bear. For a long
time, people thought it was a bear. Then people who study animals
decided it was more like a raccoon . What's the latest word? The
panda is a bear after all!
Pandas are picky eaters, too. Most eat only bamboo . They live in
great bamboo forests in China .
Eucalyptus trees and bamboo forests are disappearing very fast .
There are fewer and fewer koalas and pandas left because they can't
find food. Now there are laws that protect both pandas and koalas.

1.

A koala is a small animal of(A) Australia

2.

(B) leaves

(C) roots

(B) tail

(C) mother

(B) panda

(C) opossum

This picky eater likes only(A) bamboo

8.

(C) cough drops

Another animal that looks like a bear is a(A) raccoon

7.

(B) dry leaves

Baby koalas have a very strong(A) grip

6.

(C) long tail

One thing put in menthol cough drops is eucalyptus(A) oil

5.

(B) pouch

Koalas smell like(A) opossums

4.

(C) America

Both kangaroo and koala mothers have a(A) funny smell

3.

(B) China

(B) eucalyptus

(C) berries

The panda is really a kind of
(A) raccoon

(B) bear

(C) opossum

Birds do not always make their nests in trees or bushes . They
don't always use birdhouses. Some birds build their homes in strange
places.
One bird used a mailbox to make its home. The letter carrier
first found the nest when putting a letter into the box .
Children sometimes help birds find homes. One bird was living
in a baseball glove . The child had left the glove hanging in a nearby
barn. Another bird was making its home in a pocketbook. The
pocketbook had been left open on the ground.
A nest was once found in the pocket of a suit. The suit had been
left on the wash line . Another bird made its nest inside an old tin can.
The home for one bird was the top of a train. Each time the train
moved, the bird got a free ride!
Nests are sometimes made of more than just sticks and mud.
One nest was found with a bubble-gum wrapper inside . Another bird
used tinsel from a Christmas tree. One bird even used money to make
its home . A dollar bill was used to line its nest. It doesn't matter
where it is or what it's made of. "There's no place like home," say the
birds.

1.

One bird made its nest in a(B) mailbox

(A) bag
2.

The baseball glove was hanging in a(B) store

(A) barn
3.

(B) pocketbook

(B) a train

(C) a boat

- !~--

(B) rope

(C) tinsel

A bird made its nest out of(A) money

8.

(C) wall

One nest was made out of(A) tape

7.

(B) hook

A nest was made on top of(A) an airplane

6.

(C) doll house

The suit was hanging on the(A) wash line

5.

(C) house

A bird made a home in a(A) hat

4.

(C) letter

(B) tar

(C) rags

The birds say that there is no place like(A) a tree

(B) home

(C) barns

You can't buy much with a penny . Almost every penny is worth
only a penny or one cent. There are some pennies that are worth
much more.
Why is one penny worth more than another penny? In some
years there were very few pennies made. Pennies from those years
became worth a lot of money as time went by. People called coin
dealers will buy those pennies.
For many years pennies were made with the head of an
American Indian on them. They were known as Indian Head pennies.
They have not been made for over sixty years . Every so often one of
them turns up . Indian Head pennies are worth much more than a cent
no matter what year they were made . Those with the year 1909 on
them are each worth two hundred dollars!
There is another penny worth even more . It has a picture of a
flying eagle on it. On the same side is the name of the United States .
On the other side are a crown of leaves and the words "One Cent ."
An 1856 Flying Eagle penny is worth five thousand dollars . Even a
1931 penny with the letter "S" on it sells for fifty dollars .
Look at the pennies in your pocket . Look at the pictures and the
words . Look at the dates. Who knows? You may be one of the lucky
ones.

l.

Most pennies are worth a(A) dollar

2.

(B) head

(C) feather

(B) sixty years

(C) a year

(B) 1965

(C) 123

On one penny that is worth a lot there is(A) an owl

8.

(C) coin dealers

Look for the Indian Head penny with the year(A) 1909

7.

(B) bankers

Indian Head pennies have not been made for over(A) five days

6.

(C) states

On an Indian Head penny there is an Indian's(A) horse

5.

(B) countries

People who buy and sell pennies are called(A) tellers

4.

(C) penny

Few pennies were made in some(A) years

3.

(B) dime

(B) a robin

(C) an eagle

A 1931 penny sells for(A) $100

(B) $50

(C) $25

Little Gertrude heard a loud noise. Then someone shouted, "The
dam has burst!" She looked out the window. A wall of water was
moving swiftly toward her house. In a moment the house seemed to
blow apart. Somehow Gertrude found herself floating on a mattress .
She was on a wild ride! Would the mattress sink?
A rooftop floated by. There were people on it. A man shouted,
"I'll save you!" The others tried to hold him back, but he pulled
away. Plunging into the water, he swam to her. Then he pulled
himself aboard the mattress. "Don't worry," he said. "Somehow we'll
get to land."
Swiftly they swept on . Soon they were passing a house. It was
on high ground . A man leaned out of the window. "Toss the little girl
here," he said. "Throw her to me before the mattress sinks."
The, man looked at Gertrude . It was a long way to the window.
Could he throw her that far? He picked her up. Suddenly Gertrude
found herself flying through the air. She seemed to fly a long, long
way. Then she found herself falling . Just before she struck the water,
a .pair of arms reached out and seized her. The man in the window
had caught her!
Later, the man on the mattress was also saved. For years after, he
visited Gertrude . They talked about their wild ride. Gertrude never
forgot the time she was thrown to safety .

1.

Gertrude found herself floating on a(A) rooftop

2.

(B) worry

(C) slip

(B) door

(C) porch

(B) floating

(C) flying

Gertrude was seized by a pair of(A) lifeguards

8.

(C) shouted

Gertrude found herself(A) sinking

7.

(B) rowed

A man leaned out of the(A) window

6.

(C) holes

The man told Gertrude not to(A) swim

5.

(B) birds

One of the men(A), drowned

4.

(C) table

On the rooftop were a number of(A) people

3.

(B) mattress

(B) arms

(C) men

The man on the mattress was(A) saved

(B) lost

(C) forgotten

Snowflakes look like white stars falling from the sky. But there
have been times when snow has looked red, green, yellow, or black.
There have been snowflakes of almost every color. Think how it
would seem to have colored snowflakes coming down all around you.
Black snow fell in France one year. Another year gray snow fell
in Japan. It was found that the snow was mixed with ashes. This
made it look dark. Red snow has come down in other countries .
When this happened, the snow was mixed with red dust.
Most snow looks white, but it is really the color of ice. Snow is
ice that comes from snow clouds. Each snowflake begins with a small
drop of frozen water. More water forms around this drop . The way
the water freezes gives the snowflake its shape.
No two snowflakes are ever just the same size or shape .
Sometimes the snowflakes are broken when they come down. Other
snowflakes melt as they fall . All snowflakes are flat and have six
sides, if they are not broken or melted . When air is cold and dry, the
falling snowflakes are small and hard. If the air is wet and warmer,
the snowflakes are big and soft.
Would you be surprised to see snowflakes as big as your head
falling from the sky? It happened once in the United States . It could
happen again.

1.

Snowflakes look like(A) diamonds

2.

(B) shape

(C) color

(B) hard

(C) flat

(B) drops

(C) sides

Warm, wet air makes snowflakes big and(A) hard

8.

(C) dust

All snowflakes have six
(A) colors

7.

(B) sand

All snowflakes are(A) round

6.

(C) stars

No two snowflakes are the same(A) weight

5.

(B) paint

Each snowflake begins as a drop of(A) water

4.

(C) stones

Red snow was snow mixed with red(A) dust

3.

(B) stars

(B) soft

(C) green

Snowflakes have fallen that were the size of your(A) head

(B) house

(C) car

What would you say if you saw a tree walking? Would you want
to run away? There are trees that really "walk ." These trees have long
roots. Their roots reach out like legs and drop into the mud. As the

roots reach out, the tree moves along.
Walking trees grow in Florida . They live where it is warm . They
live where they get a lot of rain. They grow in and near the water .
Walking trees can grow in salt water. Not many trees can grow with
their roots in salt water .
Some people say the walking tree looks more like a bush than a
tree . It has many branches, but it does not grow very tall. The
walking tree has small yellow flowers and round leaves. The wood is
hard and dark red. It can be used to make boats.
Many fish live in the water around the roots of the walking tree .
Some of these are shellfish . Even larger sea animals make their
homes in the water around the roots of the walking tree. They do not
need to worry about being stepped on. The walking tree does not
walk very fast.
One person watched a tree as it walked. It took the tree one year
to move ten feet. It's a good thing it doesn't have to walk very far!

1.

Walking trees have long(A) leaves

2.

(B) warm

(C) dark

(B) house

(C) snow

(B) soft

(C) green

Some animals make their homes around the(A) leaves

8.

(C) Florida

The wood is(A) hard

7.

(B) China

These trees can grow in the(A) water

6.

(C) legs

Walking trees grow where it is(A) cold

5.

(B) fingers

These trees grow in(A) New York

4.

(C) branches

The roots reach out like(A) hands

3.

(B) roots

(B) roots

(C) branches

In one year a tree walked ten(A) inches

(B) miles

(C) feet

Which animal has the biggest nose of all? Which animal has a
nose so long that it can reach the ground? It's the elephant! Its nose is
called a trunk. It's a funny kind of nose. The elephant is happy with
its trunk. It helps in many ways .
When the elephant wants to eat, the long nose helps it. The trunk
is used to pull down branches . It pulls off the fruit and leaves . With
its long nose, the elephant puts the food into its mouth.
The elephant can give itself a bath with the trunk. It takes water
into its nose . Out the water comes, all over the elephant's body. The

elephant can't always find clean water. Then it gives itself a mud
bath . The trunk is used to put on mud. When the elephant has a cut,
the cool mud makes the cut feel better.
The elephant uses its trunk when it has to cross a deep river.
Sometimes the water is very deep. Then the elephant raises its trunk
high and gets air through it. The elephant can walk along the bottom
with just the tip of its trunk above the water.
You see that an elephant can do many things with its long nose .
Now you know why people say, "An elephant's best friend is its
nose."

l.

The elephant's nose is called a(A) mouth

2.

(B) mud

(C) rocks

(B) water

(C) mud

(B) high bridge

(C) mountain

Through the trunk the elephant gets(A) sound

8.

(C) path

The elephant uses its trunk when it crosses a(A) deep river

7.

(B) swing

On a cut the elephant puts(A) medicine

6.

(C) tired

In place of water the elephant sometimes uses(A) fruit

5.

(B) happy

Using its trunk, the elephant takes a(A) bath

4.

(C) neck

The elephant's long nose makes it(A) sad

3.

(B) trunk

(B) air

(C) light

The elephant's best friend is its(A) nose

(B) mother

(C) ears

"Sleep well . Sweet dreams." This is a nice bedtime saying .
Everyone wants to have good dreams . Why do people sometimes
have bad dreams? What happens when a person dreams?
When you dream, your body does not move much. Your eyes
often move, just a little. Parts of your brain sleep. Other parts of your
brain stay awake. When most of your brain is asleep, you sleep well.
You may have dreams. After you wake up, you will not know much
about these dreams.
When most of your brain is awake, you will not sleep as well.
You may have some clear dreams. These dreams will seem very real.
You will not forget them, even after you wake up.
No one likes bad dreams. In a bad dream, someone you love
may be hurt. You may think a wild animal is after you. If you are
sick, or if you do not eat the right foods for supper, you might have a
bad dream that night.
Dreams do not happen quickly. It takes as long to dream about
doing something as it would take to do that same thing when awake.
A dream may last from ten to thirty minutes. Most people dream four
or five times a night. How many dreams will you have tonight? See
how many you will remember tomorrow.

1.

"Sleep well. Sweet dreams" is a(A) saying

2.

(B) asleep

(C) dead

(B) sick

(C) awake

(B) hours

(C) minutes

People may dream four or five times each(A) week

8.

(C) move

A dream may last ten to thirty(A) seconds

7.

(B) hurt

Dreams are sometimes bad when people are
(A) well

6.

(C) fast

Clear dreams come when most of your brain is
(A) awake

5.

(B) little

When you dream, your eyes may
(A) wink

4.

(C) joke

When you dream, your body moves(A) much

3.

(B) story

(B) night

(C) month

You were asked to count your(A) friends

(B) dreams

(C) sheep

How would you like to jump out of an airplane while it is
flying? How would you like to jump without a parachute? A man
named Rod said that he would like to try it.
Rod had a plan. It was this . He and a friend would jump from
the airplane at the same time . The friend would have two parachutes.
He would wear one parachute and carry the other. As Rod fell
through the air, the friend would hand Rod the parachute before Rod
hit the ground .
The day came to put the plan to work. Out of the airplane
jumped Rod's friend, a man named Bob . Right after him dived
Rod-without any parachute!
Down, down sailed the two men. Rod put out his arms to slow
down . Bob held out the parachute for Rod to take. Rod was too far
away. He couldn't get it! Down they went, faster and faster. The
ground seemed to come right up at them. Rod began to swim in the
air to get to Bob and the parachute.
Rod reached out. The parachute was in his hands. He mustn't
drop it! Rod got it in place. Then he pulled the cord. The parachute
opened. So did Bob's. Both men began to float slowly to the ground.
It was a jump Rod and Bob would never forget.

l.

Rod planned to jump without any(A) friend

2.

(B) Rod

(C) the pilot

(B) his feet

(C) a friend

(B) far apart

(C) slow

To get the parachute, Rod began to(A) climb

8.

(C) climbed

At first, Rod and Bob were too(A) close

7.

(B) rode

To slow down, Rod had to put out(A) his arms

6.

(C) wings

The first to jump out of the airplane was(A) Bob

5.

(B) two parachutes

Rod was to take the parachute as they(A) fell

4.

(C) hope

Rod's friend would have(A) nothing

3.

(B) parachute

(B) hop

(C) swim

(B) opened

(C) broke

Both parachutes(A) failed

Did you know that there are restaurants just for dogs? One such
restaurant in Chicago is named Famous Fido's Doggie Deli. This
world-famous eating place prepares and serves special food to dogs.
It is where you can celebrate your dog's birthday . Or it is where you
can just treat your pet to a meal out for being so loving and wellbehaved.
When you go to Famous Fido's, it may take some time to decide
what to order for your dog. The menu lists more than 300 different
foods . Fancy dishes, such as liver a la mousse or kidney stew, sound
like something even a dog's owner might like to eat.
At parties for dogs, three-course dinners are suggested . Tasty
cheese logs may be ordered for the first course. For the main course,
your dog might enjoy a delicious steak stew. And for the last course,
why not choose doggy cupcakes?
Only pure foods are used in preparing any dishes. Even cookies
and cupcakes at Famous Fido's contain no dyes or harmful materials .
(Such materials are sometimes put into foods to keep them tasting or
looking good for a long time.) All the meals at Famous Fido's have
been tested on Quigley, Colonel, Pickles, and Scruggs-dogs
belonging to the owner of the restaurant .
Famous Fido's Doggie Deli is open six days a week from 9 :00
A .M .

5

to 7 :00

P.M .

P.M .

On Sundays the restaurant is open from noon to

For about fourteen dollars, your dog can really dine out in style

at Famous Fido's!

1.

Some restaurants are just for(A) teachers

2.

(B) corners

(C) pennies

(B) cupcakes

(C) soups

(B) pure

(C) dry

One dog who tested the meals was
(A) Rogers

8.

(C) order

The foods are all(A) neat

7.

(B) dip

For the last course, there are(A) beans

6.

(C) book

Dogs can eat dinners with three(A) courses

5.

(B) bath

There are 300 different foods to(A) mail

4.

(C) dogs

A restaurant in Chicago can give your dog a(A) party

3.

(B) workers

(B) Terry

(C) Pickles

A meal at Famous Fido's costs about(A) $14.00

(B) $2.00

(C) $4 .00

What would you think if you saw a fish walking along? Would
you take another look if you saw a fish climbing a tree? There is a
fish that does both of these things. It is called the tree-climbing fish .
A traveler to India first told about the tree-climbing fish. The
fish was high up in a tree . What was the fish doing in that tree? How
did it get there? The traveler thought a bird might have put it there .
The next day the traveler saw a fish come out of the water. It
was hard to believe, but up the road went the fish. It used its fins and

tail to push itself along: It stopped to eat some worms . After the fish
had eaten, it walked over to a tree . Up, up it climbed . When it got
high up in the tree, it took a rest .
The traveler was surprised to see these things and told other
people about the tree-climbing fish . The people wanted to know how
this fish looked . "The tree-climbing fish is not too big," said the
traveler. "It is often about ten inches long . It is dark brown."
Children of India like to catch this fish. They can go fishing in
their own backyards . They just wait for the fish to come walking by!

1.

A traveler saw the tree-climbing fish in(A) New York

2.

(B) walk

(C) eat

(B) worms

(C) fish

(B) fell

(C) bit

(B) long

(C) thick

(B) brown

(C) red

It is ten inches(A) wide

8.

(C) bird

When the fish got up high, it(A) rested

7.

(B) cat

The tree-climbing fish ate some(A) leaves

6.

(C) river

The fish uses its fins to(A) fight

5.

(B) house

The traveler thought it was put there by a(A) person

4.

(C) Texas

The traveler first saw the fish in a(A) tree

3.

(B) India

The fish is(A) green

You probably think you know all the Olympic events. But do you
know this one? Inuit children and adults practice a sport called
blanket toss . Those who are skilled enough might be entered in the
World Eskimo and Indian Olympics .
The sport works like this . The blanket is made from a walrus skin.
Ropes are tied to its sides . One person sits or stands in the middle of
the blanket . Other people grab on to the ropes and toss the person into
the air. Sometimes the person is tossed as high as twenty feet. The
person comes down on the blanket and is bounced up again .
This sport started as a way of finding animals to hunt. Inuit
hunters would toss someone high into the air so that the person could
spot animals in the distance. Then the Inuit people would learn the
best direction in which to travel for their hunt.
Today Inuit people compete in the blanket toss at sports events.
But they also play it as a game at their festivals .

1.

Blanket toss is an Inuit(A) garment

2.

(B) bounces

(C) rests

(B) stars

(C) animals

(B) camp

(C) sky

The Inuit hunters would learn which way to(A) travel

8.

(C) water

The person being tossed could see game in the
(A) distance

7.

(B) air

The sport started as a way to find(A) sailors

6.

(C) message

The person in the blanket(A) sticks

5.

(B) blanket

People holding the ropes toss one person into the(A) snow

4.

(C) sport

A walrus skin is used for the
(A) jacket

3.

(B) food

(B) break

(C) yell

Today Inuit people often play blanket toss at(A) festivals

(B) weddings

(C) funerals

Why don't you start a hobby? There are many hobbies that you
can enjoy . One of the best is a collecting hobby . People collect many
things .
Rocks are fun to collect. You don't have to go very far to find
them. Very often they can be found right under your feet . You might
have to dig a little . Many rocks are pretty. Some rocks are worth
much money.
People often like to collect buttons . Some like old buttons .
Others collect new ones . Buttons can be made of wood, glass,
shells

almost anything . Some buttons are large and others are small.

Some have pictures on them . Others do not. There are many different
kinds. That's what makes button collecting. so much fun.
Matchbook collecting is easy to begin. Most of the time you
don't have to pay for matchbook covers . Places to eat, hotels, and
places people visit often give matchbooks to people who stop by. It
doesn't take very long to get a large collection. (Dip matchbooks in
water for safety.)
Some people collect signatures . They get their friends to write
their names . Other people collect the signatures of well-known
people . Everyone writes names in a different way. Some names are not
always easy to read . Yet the different ways of writing help to make
signature collecting a lot of fun .

1.

One of the best hobbies is(A) singing

2.

(B) numbers

(C) pictures

(B) a nickel

(C) nothing

(B) hotels

(C) hospitals

The story says that some people collect
(A) signatures

8.

(C) clothes

Matchbooks are often given by(A) schools

7.

(B) dolls

Most often, matchbooks can be gotten for(A) a dime

6.

(C) rocks

On buttons we sometimes find(A) letters

5.

(B) insects

The story says that people like to collect(A) buttons

4.

(C) baseball

You don't have to go very far to get(A) toys

3.

(B) collecting

(B) pennies

(C) books

The differences in writing make signature collecting
(A) easy

(B) fun

(C) costly

Many children in our country have a birthday party on their
birthdays . Children in China are not so lucky. They don't have a
birthday party every year. They don't have a party from their first
birthday to their tenth. Then they must wait ten years for their next
party!
In many lands candles are lit for the one having a birthday. One
candle is lit for each year. Maybe you have blown out birthday

candles on a cake. Some people say you should make a wish first . If
you blow out the candles in one breath, then your wish will come true.
In the country of Israel children put flowers on the head of the one
having a birthday. Then the person is seated . The chair is lifted up one
time for each year. One more lift is given for the year to come .

Birthdays in the country of India must be fun. In India children
don't go to school on their birthdays. People there think that a
birthday is a day to think quietly and to have fun. They feel that
people shouldn't work on their birthdays . What do you think?
Birthdays everywhere are somewhat different. In one way they
are all alike. Birthdays are happy days.

1.

Children don't have birthday parties every year in(A) Japan

2.

(B) America

(C) Israel

(B) chair

(C) basket

(B) America

(C) Japan

On birthdays in one country, people(A) think quietly

8.

(C) rabbits

The birthday person doesn't go to school in(A) India

7.

(B) candles

In one country the birthday person is put in a(A) room

6.

(C) years

Flowers are put on the birthday person's head in
(A) France

5.

(B) weeks

In many lands people having a birthday get(A) horses

4.

(C) China

In one country birthday parties come every ten(A) days

3.

(B) America

(B) swim

(C) bathe

Birthdays everywhere are alike in
(A) every way

(B) no way

(C) one way

Do you like the shoes you are wearing? Do they fit your feet? If
so, be happy. People of long ago did not have such nice shoes . The
first shoes were made of grass. Some shoes were made from the bark
of trees. Others were made of wood. The first leather shoes were
round bags put over the feet.
Have you ever put one of your shoes on the wrong foot? It
didn't fit well, did it? Long ago there were no left or right shoes.
Shoes were not made to fit the shape of the foot. A shoe could be
used on either foot.
At one time, people wore shoes that were long and pointed.
Each one wanted to wear shoes longer than everyone else's . Shoes
were made longer and longer. Soon people could hardly walk . The
toes of the long shoes had to be tied and pulled back toward the knee .
Many women wear shoes with high heels. At one time, some
women wore shoes with heels that were one foot high. The women
had to be helped to walk down the street.
Which of these old-time shoes would you like to have? It might
be fun to put some on, just to try them out. You would soon be glad
to put your own shoes back on. Lucky you, to have nice-looking
shoes that fit so well.

The first shoes were made of(A) paper

2.

(B) blue

(C) pointed

(B) apart

(C) down

(B) foot

(C) yard

These women could not walk without(A) help

8.

(C) people

Some women wore shoes with heels measuring one(A) inch

7.

(B) foot

The toes had to be pulled(A) back

6.

(C) boxes

At one time shoes were long and(A) wide

5.

(B) balls

The same shoe was used on either(A) horses

4.

(C) wood

The first leather shoes were round(A) bags

3.

(B) grass

(B) shoes

(C) men

Because you have good shoes, you are(A) lucky

(B) rich

(C) sad

There are many kinds of sharks . They range in size from four
inches to sixty feet. They can weigh from one ounce to fifteen tons .
Sharks are different from most other kinds of fish . They have no
bones . Their skeleton is made of cartilage, a strong but flexible
material . Shark babies do not look like the young of other fish . They
look like adult sharks, but much smaller.
Sharks have an excellent sense of smell. A shark's brain uses two
thirds of its material for smell . A shark can smell food a quarter of a
mile away. A shark can also hear things up to 1000 yards away.
Most people fear sharks. A few kinds of sharks do attack people .
But they don't do it as often as you may think. In many cases, sharks
attack a person who is in their territory. Most animals do this . Or they
go after something that makes them curious, such as a splashing
swimmer. Scientists recommend that swimmers simply stay out of the
water in shark regions .
One famous incident has made people very afraid of sharks .
During World War 11, the cruiser USS Indianapolis was sunk near the
Philippines . More than 800 men jumped clear. The rescue ships took
several days to find them. Between 60 and 80 men were killed by
sharks in that time . This is far fewer than the 600 that some books and
a movie have said. Sharks are in far more danger from humans. Many
are killed every year for their skins and for food. Others are captured
and used in research .

1.

There are many kinds of(A) bones

2.

(B) hearing

(C) smell

(B) fear

(C) interest

(B) territory

(C) pool

The USS Indianapolis was sunk near(A) New York

8.

(C) faster

A shark may go after someone who is in its(A) boat

7.

(B) larger

The feeling most people have about sharks is(A) boredom

6.

(C) people

A shark's brain is used mostly for(A) touch

5.

(B) fish

Shark babies look like adult sharks, only(A) smaller

4.

(C) swimmers

Sharks are different from most other(A) skeletons

3.

(B) sharks

(B) the Philippines

(C) Hawaii

Many sharks are killed for their skins and for(A) food

(B) oil

(C) teeth

Most animals can get along with two eyes. With two eyes they
can find their food. With two eyes they can keep from becoming food
for some other animal . For the Anableps two eyes are not enough.
This fish has four eyes.
Each of its eyes is really two eyes. The upper two eyes can see
above the water. These eyes are high on its head . With them the
Anableps can see bits of food that might float along the top of the
water.

The lower eyes also help. Using them, the Anableps can see
what is going on below the water. If a large fish comes near, the
Anableps cart see it and swim away.
Most often the Anableps is about six inches long. Sometimes it
grows somewhat longer. It lives in the fresh water of a land far away.

Much of the time the Anableps is on the lookout for bugs. With so
many eyes for it to see with, the bugs are the ones who have to look
out!

Would you like to catch such a fish? You would have to go a
long way from home. Even then you might not catch one . People who

try to catch the four-eyed fish say that it is not easy. "The fish moves
away before you can get close," they say. "With four eyes it can't
help seeing you coming!"

1.

The strange fish is called an(A) Annie

2.

(B) lower eyes

(C) big eyes

(B) saltwater

(C) fresh water

(B) nearby

(C) in pools

Much of the time the fish is looking for(A) bugs

8.

(C) green eyes

The four-eyed fish lives(A) far away

7.

(B) upper eyes

You can find this fish in(A) cold water

6.

(C) five eyes

It can see below the water with its(A) upper eyes

5.

(B) four eyes

It can see the top of the water with its(A) lower eyes

4.

(C) Anableps

This fish has(A) three eyes

3.

(B) Alice

(B) fish

(C) birds

The four-eyed fish is not easy to(A) see

(B) eat

(C) catch

Some horses can dive better than most people. A few have
learned to dive from very high places. One horse could take a fortyfoot dive into a small tank of water .
Circus horses know how to find things that have been hidden .
Maybe you have seen a circus horse find a hidden handkerchief.
Some horses do it with their eyes closed. There is a real trick to this .
Most people don't know it, but something that the horse can smell is
put on the handkerchief . The horse doesn't need its eyesjust its
nose!
One horse learned to use its teeth. It learned to use them like
fingers . The owner of the horse had her hands tied behind her back.
The horse would work on the rope with its teeth. In no time at all, the
animal could get the rope off.
Some mules can do tricks that horses can't do. Mules can walk
on top of standing bottles. They can do it without one of the bottles
falling over. Such a trick would be too much for many people .
Who would think that a horse could stand on a wire without
falling off? One horse named Blondin is said to have been able to do
this. A horse of long ago may have done this trick with a rider on its
back. A painting shows a horse doing such a trick.

1.

One horse could dive(A) sixty feet

2.

(B) legs

(C) feet

(B) hands tied

(C) arms tied

(B) stones

(C) nails

One horse may have been able to stand on a(A) table

8.

(C) nose

Some mules can walk on(A) bottles

7.

(B) ears

The horse's owner had her(A) legs tied

6.

(C) hidden

One horse learned to use its(A) teeth

5.

(B) big

To find a handkerchief, a horse uses its(A) eyes

4.

(C) fifty feet

Circus horses can find things that are(A) lost

3.

(B) forty feet

(B) truck

(C) wire

That horse was named(A) Mary

(B) Bobby

(C) Blondin

The biggest tree in the world may be a fig tree that is growing in
Santa Barbara, California . The tree is so large that one thousand
people could stand under it and be shaded! It has been growing for
more than one hundred years .
The tree was planted in 1874 in Moreton Bay, Australia. This
species of tree is native to Australia. An Australian sailor gave the tree
to a little American girl . She kept the tree for about a year. Then she
gave it to some friends .
In 1877, the friends planted the small fig tree in their yard in
Santa Barbara . They made sure it got plenty of sun and water. The tree
began to grow quickly . It grew and grew until it became enormous .
Today the fig tree is 86 feet tall, with a 16-foot diameter. Its
branches spread out over 160 feet in all directions and provide about
21,000 square feet of shade. This is about half the area of a football
field!
The people of Santa Barbara care about their tree and find it
fascinating . They know it is said to be the largest tree of its kind in the
United States .

1.

One thousand people could stand in the tree's(A) branches

2.

(B) cellar

(C) park

(B) shade

(C) sun

(B) height

(C) age

The tree is a species of(A) fig

8.

(C) football player

Eighty-six feet is the tree's
(A) weight

7.

(B) little girl

The tree got lots of water and(A) flour

6.

(C) 1874

The tree was planted in a Santa Barbara(A) yard

5.

(B) 1974

An Australian sailor gave it to a(A) ship's captain

4.

(C) trunk

The tree was planted in Australia in
(A) 1774

3.

(B) shade

(B) maple

(C) apple

(B) Australia

(C) France

It is a native of
(A) Santa Barbara

Think. of basketball and freeze-dried food . Think of waterproof
clothing. These are all modern-day items . But they originally came
from Native American people .

The Maya people of Mexico and Central America played an
early form of basketball . Their "hoop" was made of stone . The
opening was set at a right angle to the ground, like a window in a
house. The opening was much higher than today's hoops .
The Native Americans of the Andes mountains in Peru were
skilled farmers . They grew more than 3,000 kinds of potatoes . The
potatoes came in many different sizes and colors . Today the U .S .
grows only about 20 different kinds of potatoes.
The Andean Indians also developed a method to freeze-dry
potatoes . First, they left potatoes out in the freezing night air. The next

day the sun would melt the potatoes . People would walk over them as
they melted, to press out the water. This process was repeated several
times . When the potatoes were fully dried, they were stored for later

use . Just add water and cook!

You are very grateful for your waterproof slicker on a rainy day.
The Andean Indians invented an early method of waterproofing .
They took sap from rubber trees and heated it. Soon the sap became
strong and flexible. Then the Andeans made clothing coated with the

rubber to keep off the rain . They also made rubber-soled shoes and
balls for playing games.

1.

The Maya people invented an early form of(A) baseball

2.

(B) cook

(C) grow

(B) melted

(C) rotted

(B) eaten

(C) stored

This process made the rubber(A) soft

8.

(C) trees

Sap from rubber trees was(A) heated

7.

(B) potatoes

People would walk on the potatoes as they(A) froze

6.

(C) far

To be prepared for storage, potatoes were left out to(A) freeze

5.

(B) high

The Andean Indians grew many kinds of(A) tomatoes

4.

(C) basketball

Compared to the game today, the Maya hoop was set very(A) low

3.

(B) swimming

(B) smelly

(C) strong

With the rubber, Andean Indians made balls and
(A) hats

(B) jewelry

(C) shoes

More than a hundred years ago, a girl named Kate Shelley lived
in a small house near the train tracks . Kate used to wait for the trains.
They had to cross a bridge near her house. She knew when all the
trains would pass by. She was always there to wave to them .
One summer night there was a bad storm. It rained and rained.
The wind blew hard. Fences fell down. Bridges were washed away.
The wooden train bridge near Kate's house went down. Kate was
afraid. She knew the train would be coming soon. She knew she must
stop the train before it came to the bridge.
Kate ran out into the storm with a lantern . She had to hurry. She
could see the lights of the train coming down the tracks . She ran
along the tracks and waved her lantern at the train . The train
stopped-and just in time. Kate Shelley had saved it from going into
the river.
Some time later, a new train bridge was built near Kate's house.
The new bridge was made of steel. The bridge was named for Kate.
Today many trains pass over the Kate Shelley Bridge . The trains
take many people across the river. The people who ride on the trains
often think about the brave young girl for whom the bridge was
named .

1.

Kate's last name was(A) Brown

2.

(B) happy

(C) hungry

(B) boat

(C) game

(B) hand

(C) lantern

The new bridge was made of(A) wood

8.

(C) fall

Kate waved her(A) hat

7.

(B) summer

Kate knew she must stop the(A) train

6.

(C) cars

When the bridge fell, Kate was
(A) afraid

5.

(B) trains

The storm came in the(A) winter

4.

(C) Shelley

Kate always waited for the(A) buses

3.

(B) White

(B) steel

(C) trees

The new bridge was named for(A) Sally

(B) Kate

(C) Rosa

How would you like to take a ride on a kite? People have done
this throughout history . Long ago in Japan, giant kites were made and
spies were flown up over enemy lines.
In 1901 a young woman named Almenia Rice made news in
Boston. She promised to fly over the city on a kite . Her husband built
a large box kite. He tied a strong rope to it. Then Mrs. Rice stood
inside the kite frame, and it slowly rose into the air. For several
minutes Almenia Rice flew over the city.
Today many young people fly on kites. They do it over water. It
is called parasailing . The kite is tied to a motorboat . A bar is
fastened to the kite, and the person holds on to the bar. As the boat
picks up speed, the person is lifted up into the air. Soon he or she is
high over the water, riding the wind!
The largest kite was flown by a team of Dutch kite enthusiasts in
the Netherlands . It sailed along a beach on August 18, 1991 . The kite

measured 5,952 square feet. In 1990 a Japanese team flew the most
kites tied to a single line. The total was an incredible 11,284!
The most important kite ride in history lasted for only a few
seconds . One child rode on a box kite . Another child pulled the cord.
For a few moments the first child actually flew. From this flight came
ideas that helped the Wright brothers invent the airplane!

l.

Long ago in Japan people made giant(A) balloons

(B) gliders

(C) kites

2. ' Spies were flown up over the(A) enemy

3.

(C) minutes

(B) haystacks

(C) water

(B) boat

(C) lighthouse

The largest kite was made in(A) America

8.

(B) days

The kite is tied to a(A) car

7.

(C) box kite

Today many young people fly over(A) nets

6.

(B) plane

Almenia Rice flew over Boston for several(A) hours

5.

(C) city

Almenia Rice's husband built a(A) glider

4.

(B) fort

(B) France

(C) the Netherlands

The Wright brothers got their ideas from a(A) glider

(B) toy plane

(C) kite

The stars in the sky look like shapes to people. We call groups of
stars constellations, a word that means "a gathering of stars."
How did these "gatherings of stars" get their names? Ancient
people gave the names of gods and heroes from their stories to the
constellations . You probably know the names of some constellation's,
such as the Big Dipper or the W-shaped Cassiopeia, named for a
queen.
To the Greeks, Orion was a great hunter. Four stars outline his
shoulders and knees. Three stars give him a slanted belt. A group of
three more stars looks like the sword hanging from his belt.
That same group of stars meant different things to different
people . The Tewa people, a Native American tribe, called this
constellation Long Sash, a great hero who took the stars along the
Milky Way to find a new home . The people of India thought this star
group looked like a wounded deer. The Inuit people of Greenland
thought the stars looked like a group of lost seal hunters .
Look up into the sky on the next starry night. Try to imagine
some shapes in the stars. What animals or other things do you see?
What stories could you tell about them?

1.

A constellation is a gathering of
(A) hunters

2.

(B) hunter

(C) rider

(B) knife

(C) belt

(B) Long Rope

(C) Short Sash

A wounded deer is what people saw in(A) India

8.

(C) E

The great hero of the Tewa people was(A) Long Sash

7.

(B) W

Orion has a slanted
(A) sash

6.

(C) Moon Queen

Orion was a great(A) warrior

5.

(B) Big Dipper

Cassiopeia is shaped like the letter
(A) M

4.

(C) stars

Two common constellations are Cassiopeia and the(A) Big Digger

3.

(B) Inuit people

(B) Greenland

(C) Pueblo

The Inuit people saw a group of lost(A) hunters

(B) deer

(C) people

It's never fun to get sick, but it isn't as bad now as it was a long
time ago . Then there were many illnesses that could not be prevented .
One disease is called polio . Everyone feared this disease. It
attacked the nervous system . Many people died. Those that did not die
were often paralyzed . Your grandparents probably remember the
time when many people got polio.
Polio could strike at any age, but it often struck children and
young people . It also seemed to be more common in the hot summer
months . Many parents would not let their children go swimming or do
other fun summer things . No one knew what caused the disease .
Parents felt they should protect children from everything .
In 1953, Dr. Jonas Salk announced a vaccine to prevent polio. He,
his wife, and three sons had taken it first. They did not suffer any bad
effects. The vaccine was found to be safe . Millions of Americans lined
up to get shots of the Salk vaccine. Later Dr. Albert Sabin developed a
vaccine that could be taken by mouth .

1.

Long ago there were many illnesses that could not be(A) caught

2.

(B) young people

(C) teachers

(B) summer

(C) spring

(B) vaccine

(C) test

He and his family took the vaccine(A) last

8.

(C) nervous system

Dr. Salk announced a polio
(A) cure

7.

(B) heart

Parents were fearful, especially during the(A) winter

6.

(C) cancer

The disease often struck(A) grandparents

5.

(B) flu

Polio attacked the
(A) lungs

4.

(C) described

A disease everyone feared was(A) polio

3.

(B) prevented

(B) away

(C) first

The vaccine was found to be
(A) oral

(B) safe

(C) old

Animals sleep or rest each day just as people do. Like people,
some animals are long sleepers and other animals are short sleepers.

Most of the long sleepers hunt other animals for food . The short
sleepers stay on guard for animals who want to eat them.
Ground squirrels, hamsters, cats, and bats are all long sleepers .
Ground squirrels and hamsters sleep about fourteen hours each day.
Cats sleep up to sixteen hours a day. Bats spend twenty hours asleep
every day.

Among the short sleepers are donkeys, elephants, rabbits, and
guinea pigs . Donkeys and elephants sleep about four hours each day.

Rabbits and guinea pigs are always on guard, so they sleep very little,
just taking short naps. A rabbit may take twenty short naps in a day.
Most birds sleep only while it is dark . They perch on tree
branches with their feet locked tightly. As soon as it gets light, they
wake up and begin to sing. Owls and a few other birds sleep all day.
Insects are short sleepers . They often rest just for short periods.
Butterflies, wasps, and bees rest clinging to blades of grass. Ants rest

together in their nests with their legs and feelers folded. When ants
wake up, they shake their legs and open their mouths as if yawning!

1.

Animals sleep or rest like(A) plants

2.

(C) chairs

Most long sleepers are(A) farmers

3.

(B) people

(B) sailors

(C) hunters

(B) very little

(C) only in the

Cats like to sleep(A) for many hours

daytime

4.

A short sleeper is the(A) bat

5.

(C) night

(B) bluebird

(C) owl

Many insects rest in the(A) air

8.

(B) afternoon

A bird that sleeps during the day is the(A) robin

7.

(C) bee

Most birds sleep during the(A) morning

6.

(B) rabbit

(B) grass

(C) light

Ants wake up and seem to(A) yawn

(B) cry

(C) run

